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STORY SO FAR... 

After a disastrous recon 
mission in 1962, Martian 
scout Zar has returned to 
Earth a half-century later 
as a general with an 
invasion force in tow, the 
likes of which have never 
been seen by' humanity... 
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YESTERPAY: 


s WHILE IT'S^^ 
/ TRUE THEY 1 
f ARE GENERALLY 1 
REGARPEP AS A 
NUISANCE, INSECTS 
PLAY A CRUC/AC 
. ROLE IN MAIN- , 
\ TAINING EARTH'S A 
V ECOSYSTEM.^fl 


r POLLINATE N 
PLANTS, PROMOTE 
PLANT GROWTH BY 
PECOMPOSING 
ANP RECYCLING 
k ORGANIC 
^ MATERIAL— . 


—ANP ARE ^ 
A FUNPAMENTAL 
PART OF EARTH'S 
FOOP CHAIN IN AIR, 
- ON LANP, ANP 
L. IN THE SEA. 4 


^ IN SHORT, 
WHILE WE PON'T 

always see IT, 

THE BeNeF/TS OF 
INSECTS FAR 
. OUTWEIGH THE . 
tw PETRIMENTS. A 


1 4L. 






TODAY: 







THEN: 


STEP RIGHT 
UP/ YOU WON'T 
BELIEVE YOUR 
. EYES/ > 


SEE SIDNEY 
r ROSE'S AMAZING, 
ASTOUNOING, 
CONFOUNPING, 
ASTONISHING, SIMPLY 
SPECTACULAR WORLP- 
W CLASS FLEA a 
C/RCUS l Jk 




f I ASSURE ^ 
f you IT IS ALU 
/FE4/, My DOUBT- 
V FUL YOUNG 
\v FRIEND. > 


T FLEAS ARE ' 
MUCH SMARTS/? 
THAN ANYONE 
GIVES THEM 
V CREDIT FOR— 


T yoUR ^ 
FLEA CIRCUS 

STINKS, 

k OLC MAN.> 







r TIMES HAVE N, 
CHANGEP. THINGS 
ARE D/FFERENT 
NOW THAN WHEN 
. T STARTEP i 
THIS, 


r KIPS ~ 
PON'T WANT 
TO SEE A FLEA 
k CIRCUS. ^ 


~MOST OF > 
THEM PON'T 
EVEN THINK 
IT'S REAl .j 


II B l 


if 

m 


iV vJL 

RET/R/NcGJ^g 

1 




—IT'S ^ 
NOT THE 
END OF THE 
k WORLD. 


NOW: 



THIS WASN'T SIDNEY 
ROSE'S FIRST ENCOUNTER 
WITH THE MARTIANS. 


A HALF-CENTURY EARLIER- 
AT A COUNTY FAIR IN 
SMALLTOWN, USA— [ 


—THAT WAS 
THE FIRST TIME. 


HE SURVIVED THAT 
DAY — UNLIKE SO 
MANY OF THE OTHERS. 


DIDN'T EVEN HAVE 
A CHANCE TO PUT 
UP A F/GHT. 










SO MANY OF THE 
HUMANS DIDN'T EVEN 
HAVE A CHANCS TO 
PUT UP A FIGHT. 



_THEY 


T SHELTER'S^ 
ONLY THREE 
BLOCKS AWAY. 
UNDERGROUND/ 
CORNER OF PINE 



I DON'T 
KNOW. 


f YEAH, I i 
CAN VOUCH 
FOR THEM. LET 


■PETS’ 

yWM CORNER OF PINE : - 

AMP 3 M TH- i E 


If 

L 


Wjggtr 

4 ^ 

1BW 

0 j 
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WAITA- 

MINUTE- 


f THE FCEA \ 
CIRCUS— FROM 
THE CARNIVAL 
. OVER BY THE , 
L MALL. A 


~ BUGS ^ 
KILLED MY 
FAMILY/ 


WHAT? 


T no, you ^ 
DON'T UNDER- 
STAND. MY FLEAS 
ARE HARMLESS. 
AND COMPLETELY 
‘C OBEDIENT. ^1 


r i<ve ^ 
TRA/NED 
THEM SINCE 
THEY WERE 
HATCHED. A 


WAIT, NO/ 
PLEASE/ 


r YOU CAN'T ^ 
SEND ME BACK 
OUT THERE/ THE 
. MARTIANS'LL 
MU ME/ A 


AT LEAST ^ 
’ GIVE ME SOME- 
THING SO I CAN 
DEFEND MYSELF. 

. A GUN. A KNIFE. 
L. ANYTHING/ \A 



r AT LEAST 
GIVE ME A 
CHANCE TO 
PUT UP A 


r you know/^ 1 
we PROBABLY 
JUST SENT THe 
OLD MAN TO 
-sHIS DEATH.^ 


/ THAT'S \ 

/ THE ONLY 1 
l THING THAT b' 
V MATT— \ 




ZONE. 


IT'S AU 
WAR ZONE, 
ISN'T IT? 


THE WHOLE 
DANG PLANET, 
FROM WHAT 
^ I'VE HEARD. - 


~ WE- WE'RE ^ 
GONNA O/f 
HERE, AREN'T 
V. WE? ^ 


MOST 

LIKELY, 

YEAH. 




~ DOWN ~ 
THERE/ THAT'S 
JUNE. CLAUDE. 
^ DAVY. a 


^AND THAT'S^ 
ONE'S MAUDE. 
MAUDE CAN BE 
A BITER ONCE IN 
V A WHILE — < 


HENRY'S 
A JUMPER. 
STAR OF Ml 
SHOW. 


PROBABLY THE 
LAST THING YOU 
WANT TO HEAR 
k ABOUT RIGHT A 
^NOW_^ 


T LEMME \ 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT 
k BUGS — J 



THEY'VE 

* GOT TUNNELING ~ 
MACHINES, AND HAVE 
BEEN BUILDING THEIR 
CRAZY ALIEN CONTRAP- 
TIONS UNDERGROUND, 
GETTING READY FOR 
. THEIR CRAZY ALIEN A 
BLITZKRIEG. 


TURNS 

r OUT ALIEN 
FREAKS HAVE BEEN 
PLANNING THIS FOR 
YEARS, RIGHT 
L UNDER OUR . 
NOSES/ 


^ ALRIGHT, 
TROOPS. LISTEN 
UP AND LISTEN 
^ UP GOOD. ^ 


—so 

r THEY BLEW 
THE ROOF OFF 
THEIR OPERATION, 
AND BROUGHT 
DOWN HALF THE 
. CITY IN THE . 
L- PROCESS, y 


GUESS 

r ONCE THE CAT \ 
WAS OUT OF THE ' 
BAG ABOUT THEIR 
INVASION PLANS, 
THERE WAS NO POINT 
IN HIDING WHAT i 
W THEY'VE BEEN A 
^ UP TO— 
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—BUT AT LEAST 
HE WASN'T GOING 
TO GO OUT 
WITHOUT A FIGHT/ 



